
I don�t recommend stand-
ing in the middle of the 
Coolidge and 11 Mile in-
tersection.  But if I were to 
stand there,  I could say 
that I�ve never lived fur-
ther than a 
mile from 
that center 
since I was 
five years 
old.  

I grew up in 
Huntington 
Woods and 
after a few 
years, I 
started cut-
ting people�s grass in the 
neighborhood.  Some of 
them may still live there 
and would remember me. I 
had my own business at 
the age of 10. 

Fast forward to today.  I 
have a lot less hair and I 
live in Berkley. I got mar-
ried and started a family. 

But what started as a way 
to make some extra cash 
turned out to be a whole lot 
more than I thought at the 
time.  It turns out that cut-
ting people�s grass was 
really the foundation for 
the business I now run, 
John of All Trades. 

The lessons I�ve learned since 
those summer days decades 
ago have been the basis for 
my full-time job.  They�re 
things I try to instill in my chil-
dren now too: 

 An honest day�s work for 
an honest day�s pay. 

 Work hard. 

 Providing courtesy, kind-
ness and respect doesn�t 
hurt profitability and 
doesn�t cost any more. 

Between Huntington Woods 
and Berkley, you have two 
communities that have grown 
as I grew taller (and wider).  

We said goodbye to the Berk-
ley Theatre but now are wel-
coming new bars and shops 
along 12 Mile.  Huntington 
Woods added a swimming 
pool and skate park.  And 
soon, all commuters will em-
brace a new 11 Mile. 

Just as our cities have grown, 
homes have changed too.  
There�s tear-downs going on 
in both cities.  But more com-
mon are the projects taking 
place house by house, block 
by block, street by street.   

We see the pride that people 
put in their communities by 
the pride people put in their 
homes.  Updates can be found 

everywhere� from landscap-
ing, roofs, decks, and siding 
outdoors... to remodeled 
kitchens, basements, and 
bathrooms indoors.   

We are searching for continu-
ous improvement to our life-
styles and our homes. 

I guess that�s why I�ve stuck 
around and haven�t strayed 
too much.  

We have a great area of great 
homes.  And with the busi-
ness that I�m in, I have the 
opportunity to help people 
fulfill their dreams of what a 
great home means to their 
family. 

With so many people looking 
to improve their homes, I 
never have to look far for 
work.   

In fact, if you stood at the in-
tersection of 11 Mile and Coo-
lidge�. well, you get the 
idea. 

Many of you reading this have 
used my services in the past. I 
thank you for putting your 
trust in the local hometown 
guy and providing me the 
chance to service your home 
improvements and home re-
pairs.  That is the foundation 
of living in a great commu-
nity.  
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We�re here to 
help! 

 
Our Contact Info: 

 
Phone: 

248.840.0045 
 

Tell us where you live, 
what you need done, and 

any symptoms of the 
problem.  Or if you�re 

looking for a quote on a 
larger project, let us 

know.  We�ll call you back 
ASAP. 

 
 
E-mail us your questions 

@ 
Help@JohnofAllTrades.com 

 

John  
Larabell 

From the John 

mailto:Help@JohnofAllTrades.com


SNOW REMOVAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 
Snow season is just around the corner.  John of All Trades will 
provide to Berkley and Huntington Woods residents snow 
removal service for the entire season.  In addition to plowing 
your driveway and cleaning your walks, John of All Trades will 
also clean off bushes or roofs that may need a little extra tender 
loving care.   

While the weather may still be nice outside, it�s not too early to 
get your snow needs taken care of so you�re ready for that first 
big snowfall.  For a free estimate, contact us at 248.840.0045.   

Please note the coupon for this service on Page 3 of this 
newsletter. 

Finishing 
 Painting 
 Caulking 
 Drywall 
 Drywall repair 
 Plaster repair 
 Tile installation 
 

Electrical 
 Back-up generator hook-

ups 
 Service Changeover 

(fuses to circuit breakers 
or replacing an old panel) 

 Rewiring of your entire 
house 

 Ceiling fans installed 
 Space heaters installed 
 Adding lights, circuits, or 

outlets 
 Installing recess lighting/

track lights 
 Adding power in garage 
 Troubleshooting electrical 

problems 
 Troubleshooting phone 

problems 
 Phone line repair 
 Phone jack installation 

 
Licensed & Insured. 

 
We proudly accept  

MasterCard & Visa. 

 
Outdoor Services 

 Snow removal 
 Landscaping 
 Lawn Service 

(Limited area only) 
 Flower planting 
 Full fertilizing programs 
 Spring/Fall Cleanup 
 Clean gutters 
 Lawn Sprinklers 
 Roofs (replaced or re-

paired) 
 Gutter replacement or re-

pair 
 Nightscaping 
 Roof de-icer installation 
 Window replacement 
 Siding 
 Caulking 
 Outdoor lighting 
 Garage door installation 
 Automatic garage door 

opener installation 
 

Carpentry Work 
 Door installation 
 Install moldings 
 Install bathroom vanities 
 Install kitchen cabinets 
 Backsplashes 
 Pergo or hardwood floors 

installation 
 
 
 

Your checklist to getting your house in order: How can we help? 
People call the John of All Trades of-
fice all the time and ask the same 
question: �Can you _____________?�  
Look through this list and perhaps 
we can help with some of your 
home needs.  If you don�t see some-
thing you were hoping to have 
done � fear not.  Give us a call at 
248.840.0045.   There�s a good 
chance we can help. 

Plumbing 
 Sinks repaired or replaced 
 Toilet repaired or replaced 
 Sewer cleaning 
 Pipe replacement 

(galvanized or copper) 
 Installation of new bathroom 

in basement or upstairs 
 Faucet Replacement 
 Caulking toilets & tubs 
 

Masonry Work 
 Brick Repair 
 Porch Repair 
 Chimney Repair 
 Tuck 

pointing 
 Repair or 

install 
concrete 
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Did you remember to clean your gutters? 
We change our clocks in the spring and 
the fall.  Like clockwork, those two sea-
sons are also when you should have 
your gutters cleaned of debris and 
leaves. 
 

Taking the time to clean your gutters (or asking John 
of All Trades to do so) in the fall is crucial to a safe 
winter.  Remove leaves so that snow and ice can 
move through your gutters and not be caught in the 
gutters causing damming.   
 
If you do not have the time or are unable to do so, 
give John of All Trades a call. 



#3 Do the Dollar Bill Test 
A simple test often suggested is to place a dollar bill between the door and the door jamb or the window sash 
and sill.  With the door or window closed, try to remove the bill.  If it slides out easily, so is your heat! 

#2 Clear out the  
sprinklers 

Do you have a sprinkler system?  If so, you 
want to clear out the water before it has a 
chance to freeze. Flush out your under-
ground sprinkler system before the cold 
sets. Blow air into the pipes. Water lines 
are usually only about 8 inches below 
ground� if they freeze and burst, you�ll 
have a costly repair on your hands. 

Save $10 or $50 
John of All Trades            

Expiration Date: 12/31/06 

Indoors or Outdoors � we do it all 
Tel: 248.840.0045 

$10 OFF ANY JOB $50 OR MORE; $50 OFF ANY JOB $300 OR MORE 

FREE 
John of All Trades           

Must commit by: 11/30/06 

Commit to having us remove  
SNOW REMOVAL THIS WINTER 

your snow and the first one is free! 

Winter in Berkley  

The Hit List 
Here�s a list of 7 things to do yourself to make sure you�re ready for 

another Michigan winter.  If you need help, give us a call! 
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#1 Prep Your Yard 
Step 1: Pull spent annuals, leaving 
the roots behind to decompose in 
the soil. 

Step 2: Clear out any plant debris 
from garden beds and borders. 

Step 3: To prevent a slew of stub-
born weeds in the spring, remove 
any leftover weeds from your gar-
den before the winter freeze sets in. 

#4 Insulate to save $$$  
How�s that attic insulation looking?  Take a look throughout your 
house to make sure that insulation is properly installed and is 
still in good condition. 

# 5 Seed  
Fall is the best time to re-
pair patches, dead grass or 
bare spots.  If the grass is 
yellow and withered, re-
move it. Rake or loosen the 
soil, then sow a quality 
grass seed in the area � 
about 10 seeds per square 
inch. Be sure you have 
good soil-to-seed contact 
for the seed to germinate. 

# 7 Seal the Deck 
Fall is a great time to give your deck another 
coat of sealer.   

#6 Check & Replace 
your heating  

filter 
Make sure your filter is clean. If not, replace it or 
clean it.   Rinse it to get the dust out.  You can buy 
filters at any hardware store.  Replacing them is 
cheap and easy to do. 



OUR �HOME FOR SALE� 
GIFT CERTIFICATE 

PROGRAM 
You may have heard about our Gift Certifi-
cate program for people selling their 
home.  It is the talk of the town based on 
feedback we�ve received. 
 
We�re offering Gift Certificates to people 
selling their home that are transferable to 
the new owner.  It allows you to counter 
that they can receive $250, $500 or $1000 
in home repairs from the hometown 
handyman to make any upgrades they de-
sire once they move in. 
 
In such a competitive market, it could be a 
factor that helps you sell your home and it 
may ward off some of the nit picky com-
plaints that always come with every home 
inspection.   
 
Contact John of All Trades to order your 
certificate and offer it when you show your 
house. 

Drywall is relatively inexpensive, gives the 
basement a finished look, and can be easily 
and inexpensively replaced if water dam-
age occurs.  This makes it a perfect solu-
tion for making your basement look like 
something other than a place to hide the 
Christmas decorations and out-of-season 
clothes. 
 
However, you can�t ignore the problems 
that occur with basements � such as sewer 
backups and flooding.  If 
they�ve happened in the past, 
you may be dealing with prob-
lems regarding mildew and 
mold growing behind your 
existing drywall.  You may not 
even know it.   
 
Perhaps you have a musty smell in the 
basement and despite running a dehumidi-
fier and washing everything down with 
soap, it still exists.  It could be that it is 
because the water seeped into the drywall 

and insulation in your house.   Something 
may be growing behind the wall.   
 
All the affected drywall and insulation 
should be removed. The interior cavities 
(which the drywall hid) have to be dried, 
sanitized, and sealed before insulation and 
drywall are replaced. When this is com-
plete, the smell should be gone. 
 
This will give you the comfort of knowing 

you and your family are living in 
a safe home. 
 
Now, new solutions are available 
to help prevent old problems from 
reoccurring.  Mold-resistant dry-
wall is available to help insure 
such problems do not happen 

again.  Leaving an inch or two at the bot-
tom also helps alleviate the potential for 
water hitting the drywall.  Call John of All 
Trades to discuss basement issues or dry-
wall installation today. 

Consider  
John of All Trades 
to remodel your 
kitchen or bath 

too! 

Utilize that basement space �  
but make sure it is safe  

The John of All Trades 

Phone: 248.840.0045 
Email: Help@JohnofAllTrades.com 

Visit us on the 
Internet @ 

www.
JohnofAllTrades.com 

Do it Yourself?  Or hire John of All Trades? 
Things to consider when you step into the world of remodeling 

Why do we even suggest that you 
might want to do things yourself when 
our business is handling your home 
repairs, yard work and all kinds of 
other jobs?   
 
Because we know that sooner or later 
there is a project or a regular task that 
you simply can�t do because it�s too 
big, you lack the knowledge, or there 
isn�t enough time in your day to do it 
and still spend time with your family.  
Then, you�ll give us a call. 
 
Some of the things in this newsletter 
are easily done yourself if you have 
the time and energy.  Others are more 
challenging. 
 
In an all-too-common scenario, a 
homeowner gets excited about an am-
bitious project and tears into floors, 
walls, or concrete. After some demoli-
tion and initial work, it becomes diffi-
cult to keep up the energy level.   
Family commitments, the big game 
and the TV become more appealing 
than moving forward on a project. The 

house remains an unfinished mess for 
weeks or months longer than planned, 
putting a stress on marriages. 
 
Remodeling always takes longer and is 
more difficult than new construction 
because you run into so many obstacles.  
The older the home � the more the 
challenges. 
 
To gauge whether you are really ready 
to take on a large project, try some mod-
est repairs or installations. Once you and 
your spouse are convinced you have the 
needed skills to complete projects in a 
timely manner, then consider taking the 
step up to a big project. 
 
When considering hiring John of All 
Trades, also consider things such as the 
fact that pros can usually do the job 
much more quickly than you.  If you can 
make extra money working overtime or 
taking on extra work in your field, it 
may be easier and make sense to hand 
the project over to the pro. 
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